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Alumni Association Mission
In 1895, Whitman College alumni organized the Alumni 
Association to promote the interests of its members and 
their alma mater. Today the Whitman College Alumni 
Association continues to foster and maintain those 
interests between Whitman and its extended family.

Your Alumni Office staff is here to help you stay in touch 
with your Whitman friends. We help plan reunions, local 
alumni gatherings, faculty presentations and alumni trips. 
We publish Livewire for alumni who have graduated in 
the last 10 years, Fifty-Year-Plus News for alumni who 
graduated 50 or more years ago, and the monthly  
e-newsletter, Whittie News. Don’t hesitate to contact us 
for more information on alumni events or questions about 
our online services. We’re here to serve you!

Tommy Galloway ’06
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Past residents of the 
“Painted Door” house 
gathered for a reunion in 
Maryland, Va., in 2006. 
Erin Glenn Frerichs ’00 
with children Marit and 
Zeke Frerichs, Aimee 
Wierman Griffin ’00 
with her child Joseph, 
Bonnie Yocum Rough 
’00 and Chrissy Vaughn 
’00. Not pictured is 
Jennifer Tininenko ’00.

Tristen Shay ’04, Leann 
White ’03, Joanna Means ’04 
and Gretchen Jewett ’02 are 
all enrolled in Oregon State 
University’s College Student 
Service Administration (CSSA) 
master’s program. Here they are 
at a year-end program gathering.

On Sept. 2, 2006, 
Whitties gathered 
on Bainbridge 
Island at the Kiana 
Lodge to celebrate 
the wedding of 
Sejal Parekh ’01 
and Joseph Graber. 
Pictured (from left 
to right): Olivia 
Allen, Annie 
Findlay, Laura 
Bentley, Alicia  
Fine-Morrison, Kathryn Hoover, Heather Kelly, Genny Sherrard, 
Emily Stewart and Megan Carter. All are from the class of 2001.

Notes 

In the summer of 2006, Dylan Carlson and Sarah Bronstein, both 
’05, hiked all 1,200 miles of the Pacific Northwest Trail. The trail 
stretches from Glacier National Park in Montana, to the western-most 
point of the Washington Coast. Lindsey Case ’07, Lorri Defoor ’06, 
Lina Menard ’05, Brennan Moore ’05, Corey McKrill ’04 and Matt 
Eppelsheimer ’05 met them at the end of their trek.

This summer Nathan LeRud ’04, Darrell Miller ’04, Grin Geiss Trusz 
’06 and Destinee Sutton ’04 were able to make it to Rome to have a 
mini-reunion.

from 
all 
over

Leah Morse ’05, Adam Buick ’05 
and Johanna Dalton ’05 enjoyed 
Halloween festivities together in 
Seattle.

Emily Talbot 
and Rusty 
Fette, both 
’05, are 
engaged to 
be married 
August 2008.

Michael Sule, Blue Young and Marin Aldrich, all ’97, cycled the 
beautiful back roads of Oregon in the summer of 2006. Here they are 
pictured before the home of Monica Lee Brown ’97 in Bend, where 
they stopped for a home-cooked meal and some reminiscing about 
Whitman. Also pictured is Monica’s 10-week-old puppy, Zabel.
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FIRST 
PERSON
by Stephanie Van Dyke ’99 Fire ants. 

Everywhere. 
In my ears, my nostrils, my mouth, 

my hair. They covered every inch of my 
body. In the dead of night, in my bed, with 
no electricity, I couldn’t see them. But the 
burn was excruciating. 

Rude awakening redefined!
Katooke Village, rural Uganda, 2000. 

An unlikely place for an epiphany, but this 
is where I found my passion. 

I’d come here alone to teach English to 
the local children, but it didn’t take long 
for me to realize that a new language was 
pretty far down the list of things that these 
children — and their families — needed. 

The suffering and dying that are 
so commonplace in this village, and 
thousands like it across Uganda, were 
caused by diseases and injuries that could 
be easily treated with basic medical care.

I endured that night, and ultimately 
decided then that medicine was going 
to be the tool that I would have in my 
possession to truly make a difference when 
I returned. I’d never considered a career in 
medicine, and, quite honestly, didn’t know 
whether or not I was up to the challenge. 

My path in the ensuing months and 
years took me through a medical assistant 
program in Portland and then on to a 
post-baccalaureate pre-med program at 
Scripps College in Claremont, Calif. I am 
now in my second year of medical school 
in Albany, N.Y.

A
Truth be told, I was hardly an 

academic all-star during my Whitman 
years. I had yet to find a field of study that 
would bring out my “personal best.” 

My psychology major at Whitman 
taught me a great deal, and I am certain 
it will benefit me at many levels as I go 
through life. 

My most valuable lesson during my 
Walla Walla time, however, was to set 
my sights high; to never stop raising the 
bar for myself and to give of myself.  I 
managed to spend many more hours doing 
volunteer work than I did hitting the 
books. I have no regrets.

A
It was this experience that propelled 

me around the world in search of myself. 
It was at Whitman that I gained the 
confidence and acquired the study skills 
to successfully tackle one of the most 
challenging careers imaginable.

A
Last summer, armed with a small 

inheritance from my grandmother, and 
with the help of my parents, several 
volunteers and about 50 villagers in the 
tiny village of Ddegeya, Uganda, I was 
able to build a medical clinic and two 
volunteer pods that will house 16 people.

Our first mission will be in late March 
2007, and will include two doctors, a 
trauma nurse, and 10 medical students.

Between missions, our local contact 
and my good friend John Kalule will be 
holding educational seminars in the clinic 
to teach the villagers basic nutrition, first 
aid, STD prevention and birth control.

Stephanie Van Dyke ’99 was 
born and raised in Portland, Ore., 
and majored in psychology at 
Whitman. Already interested in 
service to others, she spent the next 
year volunteering in Africa and 
Thailand. In 2001 she was certified 
as a medical assistant and then was 
accepted to the Albany Medical 
College in 2005. Upon graduation 
from AMC she plans to enter 
emergency or internal medicine 
with an emphasis on infectious 
disease.

At this time Engeye is 
entirely dependent on 
volunteers and private 
donations. To learn more, 
visit www.engeye.com.

Engeye
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Heidi Baldwin, assistant 
director of the Career Center

Stephanie paid a 
local carpenter to 
build desks for the 
local school after 
learning that they 
had to write on the 
ground.

The Career Center services are available to alumni 
just as they are to students. We are happy to provide 
assistance with resumés and cover letters. The Career 
Center staff can give advice on job search strategies 
as well as interview preparation and mock interviews. 
We also can provide networking contacts through the 
Career Consultant Network (CCN) to any alumni 
exploring career options, for either a first job or a 
career change. 

The CCN is one of our most valuable resources. 
It is a database with approximately 800 Whitman 
alumni and friends of the college who have 
volunteered to be contacts for Whitties. We would like 
to invite you to be a contact, if you are not already, 
to provide your words of wisdom to students and 
other alumni. This is a great way to give back to your 
wonderful alma mater! The commitment is simply 
an informational interview, to talk with students and 
alumni about your own career experiences, and share 
any advice you have to offer. Some alumni have also 
volunteered to provide job shadowing and regional 
housing information, as well as information that may 
lead to summer employment, internships and full-time 
employment. You can sign up to be a CCN contact at 
www.whitman.edu/career_center then click on alumni. 

If you would like career advice or have any 
questions, please contact Heidi Baldwin, assistant 
director of the Career Center, at (509) 527-5183 or 
baldwihm@whitman.edu.

Here are a couple of good resources for anyone 
who is job searching:

Confessions of a Recruiting Director by Brad Karsh 

Killer Cover Letters & Resumes by Rosanne Lurie 
and Selena Wetz for WetFeet

CAREER 
CENTER
NEWS

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Engeye

The word Engeye means “white 
monkey” in Luganda. It was chosen as 
the name for the health clinic because it 
is the family clan of John Kalule, their 
Ugandan co-partner who is making the 
success of the clinic a reality. John is 
from Ddegeya Village.

Stephanie and John 
Kalule with villagers 
of Ddegeya, home 
of the new Engeye 
Clinic.

Currently Engeye is comprised of a small group of 
immensely dedicated individuals, both Americans and 
Ugandans, working one step at a time, one day at a 
time, to improve the living conditions and reduce the 
unnecessary suffering in rural Africa through education 
and compassionate health care.

The Engeye group’s ultimate goal is to train local 
Ugandans to assume responsibility for day-to-day 
operations of the clinic and to build many more clinics 
based on this model throughout rural Africa.
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2008 PETE REId AWARd 
FOR YOuNg AluMNI

Please use the online form at:  
http://www.whitman.edu/alumni/ 
alumnirecnominationform.htm2008

If you know the 
whereabouts of or  
e-mail address for any  
of these Whitties,  
please contact  
addrchg@whitman.edu.

1997
Anna R. Bailey
Jennifer L. Cecil
Urban U. Dabutha
Jean M. Finn
Matthew P. Grygiel
Rebecca A. McMullen
Andrew K. O’Donnell
Owen C. Pearson
Edith R. Robles
Satomi Ueyama
Frederick E. Watt

1998
Alan J. Averill
Lisa M. Ball
Shane M. Johnson
Christopher H. Livingstone
Christopher R. McElhaney
Demian A. Pedone
Twyla J. Perkins
Matthew C. Vanderburg

1999
Adam P. Conway
Alexander J. Coring
Brian C. Grosenbaugh
Adrianne N. Hanks
Jennifer A. Kahre
Ho-Yin J. Liu
Lubomir N. Merkov
Dina V. Pedro
Jeffrey C. Regelin
Kaitlyn T. VanSant

2000
Jesse M. Arick
Benjamin Kallay
Stuart Lee-Bruce Lowery
Lance I. Martin
Geoffrey R. Mayes
Neal J. Wavra

2001
Scott G. Howard
Katy Guzman Izaguirre
Edward H. Miller

2002
Shannon S. Back
James V. Brown
Joshua K. Cumming
Faruq Hasan
Michael Chien-San Yu

2003
Genevieve J. Gagne-Hawes
Yoko Hasegawa
Mark R. Hinshaw
Jesse A. Jacka
Cuong M. Luu

2004
Joseph F. Dyer
Patrick T. Flanagan
Nathaniel Todd S. Freeman
Matthew M. McMurrer
Rena Parcells
Christina M. Passarge
Mary K. Ritley
Noah B. Sanders
Adam S. Woodard

2005
Laura Anne Carr
Amy E. Cheney
Amy H. Cole
Samuel R. Collin
Andrew J. Gilmour
Luis A. Herrera
Dreu L. Riggs
Elliott P. Saint-Pierre
Christopher J. Sall
Andrew J. Shanstrom
Noah W. Whitmore
Adam N. Yadon

LOSTa l u m n i

do you know someone whose enthusiasm is 
demonstrated toward his or her career, community 
or Whitman College?  Any graduate of the past 
15 years is eligible for this award. If you know 
someone who satisfies these criteria, the Whitman 
College Alumni Association invites you to submit 
nominations by April 1, 2007. Please use the 

online form at http://www.whitman.edu/
alumni/alumnirecnominationform.htm. 
Remember to be as specific as possible in 
order to facilitate our selection process. 
Written nominations may be sent to Nancy 
Mitchell, c/o Whitman College Alumni Office, 
345 Boyer Ave., Walla Walla, WA 99362.
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RUpcoming Reunions
2007 Fall Reunion Weekend 
Tenth Reunion, Class of 1997

Sept. 28-30, 2007
Watch the reunion Web site for the online RSVP form.  
Pre-registration for the weekend is required!   
See http://www.whitman.edu/alumni/reunions.cfm


